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What’s Inside?
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ZONING CODE UPDATE
On Monday, July 18, the Village and 
its consultants - Teska Associates and 
Ancel & Glink - held an Open House at 
Village Hall from 5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
Approximately 10-15 persons attended. 
The goal of the Open House was 
to solicit input from the public in an 
informal setting about the zoning code 
update.  The purpose of the informal 
format was twofold.  First, to allow for 
one-on-one or small group conversa-
tions between the consultants/village 
staff and the public.  Second, to obtain 
input on significant zoning-related 
policy issues.  This was accomplished 
by setting up four policy area stations 
where the public could comment on 
the policies individually. 

The Community Development Depart-
ment received comments in several 

Village’s Electrical Aggregation 
Program Update
The Village of Woodridge’s contract 
with Eligo Energy ends with the  
September electric bills.  Beginning 
in October, any customers enrolled 
in Eligo’s program will revert back to 
ComEd.  With the conclusion of this 
contract, private energy providers may 
take the opportunity to solicit your 
business.  Please be reminded that 
commercial solicitors, including energy 
solicitors, must submit an application 
and complete a background check to be 
registered as a solicitor in the Village. 

The Village requires solicitors to have 
their badge on their person and visible 
when soliciting.  Commercial Solicitors 
are limited to Monday through Saturday 

from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., and no  
solicitation on Sundays or holidays.   
Suspicious individuals who cannot 
provide proof of solicitor registration or 
those soliciting outside of the approved 
hours should be reported immediately 
by calling 911.  Although the Village 
registers solicitors, Woodridge does 
not endorse or support the company 
or product being solicited.  If you have 
any questions, concerns, or complaints 
regarding the business practices of a  
soliciting business, please contact the 
Better Business Bureau at (312) 832-
0500 or the Consumer Protection  
Division of the Attorney General’s office 
at (800) 386-5438.

Four Million Gallon Woodridge Water Tower  
Repainted; Helps Preserve Structural Integrity
The Village recently inspected and repainted the largest water 
tower in the Woodridge system, a four million gallon standpipe 
storage tank near Woodward Avenue and Boughton Road.  
In addition to the aesthetic value of the fresh coat of paint, 
painting the water towers is an integral component of the 
long-term maintenance and life of a water tower.  At a cost of 
$1.3 million, the painting project uses a paint that contains 
a specialized protective coating.  This protective coating helps 
to prevent the steel tanks from corroding and preserves the 
tank’s structural integrity.  Each of the four Village water 
towers has a maintenance program with repainting scheduled 
approximately every 15 years.

 The Public Works Department would like 
to remind residents that dumping yard waste 
or debris into public easements, creeks, 
storm inlets, or retention areas is illegal.  In 
addition to polluting waterways or natural 
areas, dumping can cause flooding by pre-
venting stormwater from draining correctly 
and potential hazards for crews that need 
to access those areas to remove blockages.  
Discarded yard waste also holds moisture, 
which creates an ideal mosquito breeding 

ground.  The Village asks that you do your part 
to keep easement areas free of yard waste and 
debris and report any illegal dumping.
Additionally, the Brush Drop Off Site on 71st 
Street, just west of Woodridge Drive, is open to 
residents on the second Saturday of the month, 
May through October, between 9 a.m. and  
12 p.m.  The price is $5 for the first carload ($3 
for same day returning car) and $10 per pickup 
truck, van, or trailer.  The Brush Drop Off Site 
accepts branches up to 8 inches in diameter.

FIREWORKS      

SHOW!!!

SUNDAY,  

OCTOBER 2, 2022

Woodridge Police  
honors residents for 
life-saving, thanks 
Home Depot and  
Bear Paddle
The Woodridge Police Department 
presented WPD Challenge Coins to  
Woodridge residents Darlene, Adela,  
and Anthony.  They worked together to  
help rescue a young child from drowning 
in a neighborhood pond.  We value their 
heroic efforts, and their bravery deserves  
recognition.

In addition, the Woodridge Police Depart-
ment thanks Home Depot and Bear Paddle 
for their assistance during a safety evacua-
tion involving groups of children.
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ways, including conversations, writ-
ten notes on the display boards, and 
ranking the importance of policies 
by affixing colored dots on display 
boards.  The four stations/policy 
areas were:

1 Suburban agriculture in 
residential districts, e.g., 
beekeeping, backyard chickens.

2 Accessory dwelling units.

3 Missing middle housing;

4 Short-term rentals.

For additional details about the Open 
House, a summary will be posted on 
the Village’s zoning website:  
www.WoodridgeZoning.com.

The Woodridge Police Department presented challenge 
coins to Woodridge residents that bravely helped to 
save the life of a child in a drowning situation.



Felicia Acosta provides social work 
services to Woodridge residents.  
She is bilingual (English and Spanish) 
and provides social service assistance 
and follow-up counseling with  
Woodridge community members. 

On your regular collection day during the 
week of October 3 to 7, residents are al-
lowed to dispose of an unlimited amount of 
refuse, furniture, carpeting, bulky items, and 
just plain junk.  All items must be properly 
bundled, bagged, and otherwise prepared for 
pick-up as on any regular collection day.  A 
total of five stickers are required and must 
be displayed (garbage cans included) on 
items that you would normally tag – all five 
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Dear Neighbor, 
“I write because I must.  It is not a choice or a past time, it’s an  
unyielding calling and my passion.” – Elizabeth Reyes

The Woodridge Special Book Signing and Ice Cream Social featured 
this Elizabeth Reyes quote in the event program.  The quote describes 
the essence of the Woodridge history book author, Jo Fredell Higgins.  
The book ‘Images of America: Woodridge’ shares our rich history,  
and Higgins captured that our community’s foundation consists of 
neighbors that help each other.  We are proudly Woodridge strong  
in the past, present, and future. 

Woodridge continues to take further steps as we strive to build an even 
stronger and safer community.  The new Woodridge Police Department facility construction 
is well underway, and recent developments provide more businesses in Woodridge.

Woodridge Police Department Facility
The northern portion of the former Wilton property will include the construction of the 
new Police facility, salt dome, outside storage, and cold storage at the site.  In early July,  
construction crews worked on grading and installing access roads.  Next, crews installed 
foundation sleeves and built the cold storage building pad.  Towards the end of July, crews 
finished stripping the topsoil, finished the cold storage building pad, and started excavating, 
framing, and pouring cold storage footings.  The building is starting to take shape!

New Business Developments in Woodridge
Woodridge has a lot to offer businesses – a highly skilled workforce, easy access to roads 
and highways, well-developed commercial property, and more.  Woodridge is filled with  
opportunities!  Some new business developments include:

• Eaton Electric – 10000 Woodward Ave. a 370,000 square foot warehouse will have  
40 dock positions at the former AMVC/Loews Theater site.

• Bank of America – 75th St. and Lemont Rd. the new Bank of America bank building is 
under construction on the site of the former Shell gas station.

• Everclean Car Wash – 6804 Route 53 is an environmentally conscious car wash being 
built on the vacant parcel near the corner of Route 53 and Hobson Rd.

In addition, the Molto Building is a 100,000 square foot warehouse and office building near 
75th St. and I-355 that crews are working hard to finish.  Woodridge continues to make 
amazing progress in attracting businesses to our community!

Solar Growth
Have you considered going solar? Woodridge is taking bold steps to encourage solar energy 
growth.  SolSmart recognized Woodridge as a Gold Community for making it faster, easier, 
and more affordable for homes and businesses to go solar.  Recently,  Target on 63rd St. 
installed a solar panel system that contains more than 1,500 panels.  So far, in 2022, the 
Community Development Department is reviewing 30 solar panel applications.  These solar 
applications are a more than 600 percent increase in solar panel applications from 2017! 

On behalf of Woodridge, I presented Jo Fredell Higgins with a key to 
the Village during the Woodridge Special Book Signing event.
Only two other people – Mayor Emeritus Bill Murphy and former 
Village Administrator John Perry – received a key to the Village in 
our history.  The book is now on sale for the discounted price  
of $16 at Village Hall while supplies last.  In closing, I want to  
congratulate and thank Jo Fredell Higgins for writing a book  
about a subject that is so close to all of our hearts –  
the Woodridge community.  This is a history book we  
will treasure for many years to come.  

Thank you kindly and my best regards,
Gina Cunningham, Mayor

From the Office of Mayor Gina Cunningham

SEPT 30 & OCT 1  
Woodridge Oktoberfest

FIREWORKS 
Sunday, October 2 at 7:15 p.m.

WEEK OF OCTOBER 3 
“Clean Up Day”

NOVEMBER 1   
Free Leaf Collection Begins  
(first four pickups in November)

NOVEMBER 11   
Veterans Day; In Service Day  
Village Offices Closed 

NOVEMBER 24 & 25 
Thanksgiving Holiday 
Village Offices Closed

 DATES TO NOTE

Visit the Events link at www.woodridgeil.gov  
for details on these events and more.

UNLIMITED REFUSE DISPOSAL ALLOWED DURING 
“CLEAN-UP DAY” – OCTOBER 3 TO 7 

The villages of Woodridge and Downers 
Grove will host a joint fireworks show 
on Sunday, October 2, near the intersec-
tion of 75th Street & Lemont Road.  This 
is a rescheduled show originally planned 
for the Fourth of July.  Since dusk arrives 
earlier in October, the show will kick 
off at 7:15 p.m.  Cap off Woodridge’s 
Oktoberfest weekend with a fireworks 
extravaganza!

Rescheduled Fireworks! 
October 2

If you follow the Woodridge Police Department  
on social media, you may be familiar with the  
#WellnessWednesday series by WPD social 
worker Felicia Acosta, LSW.  The #Wellness-
Wednesday series goal is to promote a healthy 
lifestyle focusing on mental health.  Acosta 
concentrates on a specific topic each week and 
shares resources available to help improve well-
ness in that category.  For example, some of the 
topics include meditation, improving sleep, coping 
skills, and more.  Similarly, the Woodridge Police 
Department has its Police Officer Wellness  

Initiative to help improve police officer wellness. 

In mid-July, the 988 national Suicide & Crisis 
Lifeline was launched.  The new 988 number 
is a universal entry point so that no matter 
where you live in the U.S., you can easily ac-
cess 24/7 emotional support.  The new three-
digit dialing code is an alternative to the 911 
emergency call line for individuals experiencing 
suicidal thoughts or other mental health issues.  
The 988 Lifeline helps thousands of struggling 
people overcome suicidal crisis or mental-
health-related distress every day.
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#WELLNESSWEDNESDAY & POLICE OFFICER WELLNESS INITIATIVES 
Promote Wellness Practices & Mental Health Discussions   

stickers can be placed on one item, such 
as a garbage can.  Groot will pick up any 
additional items without stickers. 

Remember that people often come 
through town in advance of Groot to take 
items they would like to repurpose, so 
please avoid placing stickers on items that 
might be taken before the Groot collec-
tion.  No stickers are required of residents 

who use the toter service and are billed 
directly through Groot.  Building materials, 
railroad ties, tires, hazardous waste, and 
yardwaste are not included in this program.  
Electronics items (anything with a plug) 
are prohibited from landfills and cannot 
be picked up as part of the Clean-Up Day 
(Amnesty Day) program.  If you have any 
questions, please call 630-719-2905.

The Village and Groot offer a free, bagged leaf collection program that occurs on your first four regular collection days during 
November, starting on Tuesday, November 1.  Note that the first Monday of November falls in the second week of November.

FREE LEAF COLLECTION BEGINS NOVEMBER 1, 2022

Author Jo Fredell Higgins (left) receives  
a key to the Village from Mayor Gina  

Cunningham at the Special Book Signing 
and Ice Cream Social.  Higgins is one of 

three people to receive a key to the Village.

Collection Day of the Week: Monday Tuesday Thursday Friday

Leaf Collection Days: November
7, 14, 21, & 28

November
1, 8, 15, & 22

November  
3, 10, 17, & 25*

November  
4, 11, 18, & 26*

*Collection day delayed one day due to the Thanksgiving holiday

OPENGOV FINANCIAL TRANSPARENCY PORTAL 
The Village of Woodridge is committed to financial 
transparency.  In this spirit, the Village has developed 
the OpenGov Financial Transparency Portal to give 
you, the Village’s stakeholders, a transparent view of 
how Woodridge allocates funds in the delivery of  
public programs and services.  Powered by OpenGov, 
this tool provides a one-stop shop for your financial 
data questions and includes a Village Checkbook  
report, as well as annual and monthly financial reports.

We encourage you to visit the portal by checking out 
the Transparency section of the Village’s website.  
When you do, leave us a comment or question –  
we’d love your feedback! The OpenGov Village Checkbook Reports is a dynamic accounts payable listing that allows users to 

search by vendor, check information, or department.




